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Aim
The project aims at improving access to digitized 
newspapers in Europe. Each participating library 
will deliver digitized newspapers (images, fulltext 
and metadata) to Europeana where full text cross-
searches through the materials will be possible. 
The project is co-ordinated by the Staatsbibliothek 
zu Berlin – Preußischer Kulturbesitz (Berlin State 
Library – Prussian Cultural Heritage Foundation, 
Germany).

Refi nement of digitized newspapers
The main purpose of this work area is the enrich-
ment of already available digitized newspaper im-
ages with the results of OCR (Optical Character Re-
cognition), OLR (Optical Layout Recognition), article 
segmentation and page class recognition, and – on 
a smaller scale – Named Entity Recognition (NER).

Evaluation and Quality Assessment
The quality of the refi ned and aggregated data 
(images, texts, metadata), as well as the entire 
refi nement process and used technologies will be 
evaluated. Quality prediction tools will be tested 
and optimised.

Aggregation and presentation
Eventually the project will collect some 18 million 
newspaper pages for Europeana / The European 
Library: 8 million pages already available at partner 
institutions (images, images with full texts, images 
with full texts by article), 10 million pages refi ned 
with OCR within the project, and 2 million pages 
refi ned with OCR, OLR and article segmentation, 
again to be done within the project. Additionally 
a survey of European newspaper holdings in non-
partner libraries will be undertaken.

Metadata best practice recommendations
The project will design a Europeana Data Model 
for newspapers that will be derived from the 
analysis of all metadata models used both in- 
and outside the project consortium. Based upon the 
results achieved best practice recommendations 
concerning digitization, refi nement, workfl ows and 
metadata for newspapers will be given.

Dissemination and Exploitation
All information about the project will be 
published on the project website at: 
www.europeana-newspapers.eu. Workshops 
and other events (e.g. information days) will 
be organised during the project life-cycle 
with the objective to increasing the visibility 
of digitized newspaper content in Europe. 
Please check the project website regularly.
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In this ICT project funded under the EC‘s Competitiveness 
and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP 2007–2013) 
a group of 17 European public and private partner 
institutions have joined forces and will – over the next 
3 years – provide more than 18 million newspaper 
pages to The European Library (TEL) and Europeana.


