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Executive Summary 
 

This report concerns the third Information day of the Europeana Newspapers Project, organised by 

the National Library of Poland and held in Warsaw, the capital city of Poland. Information days are 

a chance for partners to highlight the work they have been doing in the project at national level. 

These Information days increase overall awareness of the project. They should also convey one of 

the following key messages: 

 

1. The value of collaborating at a national and European level to make newspaper content 

available online (social, economic, cultural, research, technical etc) 

2. How to address the technical issues associated with making digitised newspaper 

content available 

3. The value of online digitised newspaper collections (i.e. highlight available content) 

 

The Polish Information day was part of a Digital Seminar #GreatWar, which was primarily 

addressed at teachers, librarians and historians and dedicated to the centenary of the outbreak of 

the World War One. The aim of the Information day was to increase overall awareness of the 

Europeana Newspapers Project and of the questions of newspapers digitisation in general.  
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1. Event Overview 
 

On January 16th 2014 the National Library of Poland hosted a Europeana Newspapers Information 

day. It was part of the Digital Seminar #GreatWar, which referred to the centenary of the outbreak 

of the World War One and was addressed primarily to teachers and librarians. 

The core aim of the seminar was to present digital material regarding WWI and review the 

possibilities and limitations of using digital resources. 

 

The aim of the Information day was to increase overall awareness of the Europeana Newspapers 

Project and to review the possibilities and limitations of using digital newspaper resources. The 

presentation of the Europeana Newspapers Project by its coordinator Ulrike Kölsch together with 

the subsequent discussion fulfilled these goals. Some of the main objectives of the project such as 

the presentation of digitised newspapers and availability of the material were also discussed in the 

course of other presentations during the seminar. 

 

The idea of the newspaper browser, which is created in the Europeana Newspapers Project and 

which will make historical newspapers from many European countries and languages searchable 

and comparable, gained a great interest among the audience. The context of the presentation – a 

seminar commemorating the World War One – was ideal for highlighting the importance of 

multilateral collaboration between European institutions and the possibilities arising from this 

collaboration.  

 

By focusing on teachers, school librarians and historians as a specific audience, this Information 

day also allowed the project to address a group of end-users who are in an excellent position to 

spread information about the project to many other potential users: primarily their students but also 

their professional peers.  

 

Around 100 people attended the event. Promotional materials were distributed to the participants. 

These included postcards and notepads printed with information about the project and linen bags 

with printed with a design from a Europeana Newspapers poster.1 

                                                
1 http://www.europeana-newspapers.eu/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/europeana-newspapers-promotional-
poster-for-print.pdf  
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Signing the participant list and receiving Europeana Newspapers promotional material 

 

More pictures of the event are available on Flickr: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/enewspapers/sets/72157641443446645/  
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3. Presentations and Discussion 
 

The Europeana Newspapers Project was presented by Ulrike Kölsch (Berlin State Library), who 

spoke about “Historical Newspapers in the Digital Age”2 and stressed the challenges and solutions 

in developing a cross-searchable newspaper browser, which will provide access to a large 

collection of digitised historical newspaper pages from 12 European libraries.  

 

 
Ulrike Kölsch presenting ”Historical newspapers in The Digital Age” 

 

Further presentations concerned the practical aspects of using digital resources: Paulina 

Błaszczykiewicz (National Library of Poland) discussed the content and functionalities of the Polish 

Digital National Library POLONA, and Kamil Śliwowski, coordinator of the projec ”Creative 

Commons Polska”, spoke about “Copyright in the digital world,”3 especially in the context of 

educational activities. 

                                                
2 http://www.slideshare.net/Europeana_Newspapers/europeana-newspapers-polish-information-day  
3 http://www.slideshare.net/cienkamila/sliwowski-cc-bnpolonawielkawojna 



  
 

ICT PSP Reporting 8 / 19 version 1.0 / 25.02.2014 

 
Paulina Błaszczykiewicz presenting POLONA 

 

A workshop, moderated by Magdalena Rud, was dedicated to the question “How to use the Digital 

National Library POLONA for school teaching,” and Ad Pollé and Frank Drauschke, coordinators of 

the Europeana 1914-1918 project discussed the crowdsourcing campaign and showed how public 

libraries could participate in it, in collaboration with local communities. 

 

 
Ad Pollé and Frank Drauschke presenting the Europeana 1914-1918 crowdsourcing campaign  
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“How to use the Digital National Library POLONA for school teaching,”  Workshop led by Magdalena Rud 

 

The seminar sparked great interest and was  therefore a good opportunity to promote 

the Europeana Newspapers Project and other digitisation activities of the National Library of 

Poland to a new audience. It allowed the project to gain valuable feedback on the expectations and 

needs of an important target group of users – teachers, librarians and historians. 

 

These needs varied depending on the background of the participants. Teachers, for example, were 

very interested in the question of how to use digital historical resources for school teaching. They 

also were curious about the technical aspects of the browser (available tools and functions), the 

legal situation (copyright) and information aspects (where to look for sources, how to evaluate the 

material etc.). Librarians and participants from cultural institutions were interested primarily in the 

crowdsourcing campaign of Europeana 1914-1918 and in legal aspects of using internet 

resources. 

 

In their evaluation sheets and feed-back e-mails the participants signaled the need for information 

events and training concerning digital resources, especially for teachers, and  highlighted the 

informative value of the presentations and the good organisation of the Information day. 
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4. Impressions and Insights 
The main goal of this event was to raise awareness of the Europeana Newspapers Project and to 

start a discussion in local and international society about how Europeana Newspapers improves 

access to digitised newspapers. To illustrate what policy issues libraries have to deal with when 

improving access, a presentation was given on copyright in the digital world.  

 

A further aim of the Information day was related to the National Library of Poland’s recently 

launched portal POLONA4, featuring now more than 201 000 digitised objects . The National 

Library of Poland wanted to gain a better understanding of the needs of potential portal users. The 

workshop was organised for teachers and school librarians to learn how to use the POLONA portal 

for school teaching.  The knowledge obtained at this workshop can also be useful for the 

Europeana Newspapers Project.  

 

The needs of users in Poland and their perspectives on the presentation and accessibility of digital 

newspapers will be used to positively influence the development of the Europeana Newspapers 

Browser. In the workshop the following learning points were noted: 

   

• Legal and technical aspects of using of historical digital resources for school teaching. 

Different ways of presenting Polish and European sources of digitised historical newspaper 

material: Digital National Library POLONA, Europeana, The European Library, 

• Didactic aspects of using digital sources for teaching history. 

 

Overall, the Information day was a great opportunity to get closer to end-users of already-digitised 

resources, to listen to their experiences and receive their suggestions. It was also an excellent 

opportunity to speak about and distribute information on Europeana Newspapers to both: current 

and future users of digitised newspapers.  

 

 

                                                
4 http://www.polona.pl/  
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ANNEX I: Agenda 
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ANNEX II: List of participants 
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ANNEX III: Media Coverage 

 

On the main page of the National Library of Poland: http://www.bn.org.pl/wielkawojna-2014  
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Promotion of the Digital Seminar #GreatWar at the main page of the National Library of Poland: 
http://www.bn.org.pl   
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Promotion of the Digital Seminar #GreatWar at the main page of Stowarzyszenie Bibliotekarzy 
Polskich (Polish Librarians Association) 

http://www.sbp.pl/artykul/?cid=10298&prev=260 
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Promotion of the Digital Seminar #GreatWar at the web portal Rynek książki – Service for the 
Polish Bookmarket  
http://rynek-ksiazki.pl/aktualnosci/?matlistpage=28 
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Promotion of the Digital Seminar #GreatWar at the web portal EBIB – Elektroniczna Biblioteka 
(Electronic Library) 
http://www.ebib.pl/?m=201401&paged=5 
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Report after the Information day:  
http://www.bn.org.pl/aktualnosci/642-seminarium-cyfrowe-%23wielkawojna.html  
 

  
 
 
Promotion on the Europeana Newspapers website: 
http://www.europeana-newspapers.eu/greatwar-digital-seminar-in-warsaw/  
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http://www.europeana-newspapers.eu/polish-information-day-successfully-aimed-at-teachers-and-
librarians/  
 

 


